— The Kener-
ing State by-election on
April is important for
Umno and PAS as a means
of measuring their respec-
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tive influence since the
general election.

Umno, representing the
Barisan Nasional in the
contest, is working hard to
defend the constituency, a
stronghold since the first
general election.

Barisan leaders are confi-
dent that their candidate,
Encik Johan Lahamat, will
win. They are holding as
many ceramah as they can
and going on a door-to-
door campaign.

For PAS, the new lecad-
ership will he out to im-
prove the party's image to

prove that even without
former party president
Datuk Mohamad Asri

Muda. PAS still commands
the support of its members
and the electorate. Their
candidate is Haji Mohamad
Ariff Yaakob, 55.

Umno has placed a popu-
lar youth leader to contest
the seat vacated by Datuk
Seri Wan Mohamad Wan
Teh, former Mentri Besar
of Perak.

Encik Johan, 42, a co-
mittee member of Umno
Grik division, is the 32nd
Orang Besar hearing the

Encik Johan . . . the
candidate.

Barisan

title of Toh Purba di-Raja.

His nomination has re-
ceived the support of not
only the leaders and mem-
bers of Umno but also of
the other Barisan compo-
nent parties in the consti-
tuency and the Grik divi-
sion.

What is heartening to
Umno leaders is the sup-
port being given by Datuk
Seri Wan Mohamad and his
wife at the ceramah and
door-to-door campaigning.

Although no longer a

Haji Mohamad Ariff...
third try

State  Assemblyman and
MentriBesar,Datuk Seri
Wan Mohamad still com-
mands a lot of influence in
the constituency.

Umno divisions from
Kedah, Kelantan and other
States have also sent then

members to help in the
campaigning
onslaught, PAS secretary

general Haji Hassan Shukri
is hardly optimistic about
its chances to take the sent
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